INDIANA WEEKLY MESSENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1920.

PAGE SEVEN.
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CHAPTER VIIL
Korax fiiinem,

For many 1. . .~ il ~iran
of ithie three went on wnnnTaed
unusunl oeeurme =—al lensy wihivut
ALY OCCUTTENCLS it e erpetd unu~itud
to the vouih or ihe ape—but ™ ihe
lirtle =irl it wis & Conmirnt nichimmee
of horrors for wass amd weels untid
she, 100, begue wmeuziomed 10 razng
into ihe evele-~ ~oclals ol Jdeath ook
to the feel o 1he iey wind f Lils
shromiiite maniie,

Slowiy she 1. rued the rodiments of
the only cumia :
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More quickly -l jesccasd larsal in
Juneste crafr, o i b the Uinie =0l

come when she was an nuportant fac-
tor in the ehnse watching while the
others slept or belping thed o irnve
the spoor of What. oy prey 1isey mwight
be rtolking,

Akut aceepres] her oo a fooun
which bordered tpon egus! wlhen it
was neceseary Tor them 1o comé HLO0
clwze contact. but fvr the mus~t jait
he avoided er. it a-orh always wus
kind 1o her. and 1 iinsce wede many
oceasions upon which he felt the bur-
den of her presence he Lid it from her.

Finding that the picht domb and
chiil eaused her disooo.ert gnu eved

o
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{usker thet mizht have made even
Nheela think Taice befure aliucking
bhim.

Atier Korok hni lefr the villege of
Ute Blachs following his last thieving
expeditivn the woo ms of wolnen and
cititidien buad browehi the warriers in
from the fuowe-t nicl the river. Great
M~ sorent wd hot was the
rore 67 e men when they learped
T tho winte el hoe? aeain enfered
ilieip Tr.glitened tieir wolleid
amd sToten arrevs and erraients aud
food.

1iven 1h-ir super-litions rear of tHIs
welpg ercotoce wha imgntod with n
huse bull ape Wis uvelcoute 1n e
desire o wrenl venuennce upan him
gl rid Thentseives for cood aond all of
he menuce of Lis preseice u the
jungie.

And ea it wos thar g score of the
Bocrent and most doughty warriors of
ihe iribe w7 ear in pursuir of Horuk
apd Akut bur n few minuies ulier
they wad left the sceae of the Killer's
many denredations.

The litte pariy of warriors wias led
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_ by Kevudoop, the chief, a widdie axed

suffering, Korak con-iincied tizhg

lrtle shelter high ameng ilie SWaying |

dranches of a ciant tree. liere Nitle
Meriem slept in o alative REE0 i HERH
and safety, wlule i Iv oot und the
ape perched Ghei 1o’ 3 Lonnches, the
former alweys before the Ciirunee to
the lofiy domicile, vwinte hie best evuld
suard s inmat froin the dangers of
arboreal epnemies.

After the construcigion of
the activities ol ue three
calized. They raug @ hes<
there was always 1he BeCessity of re-
turning 1o their owa iree at nighifall.

A river Aowed near by. Guame and
. fruit were pientiful, as were fsh also.
Mexistence had settled down to the dally
humdrum of the wild—the search for
food and the sleeping upen fuil bellies.
They looked no further ahead than
today.

If the youth thought of his past and
of those who longed for him in the
distant metropolis it was in a de-
tached and impersonal sert of way, as
though that other lile belonzed to an-
other creature ihan himself, IIe had
given up bope of reiurzing to eiviiiza-
tion, for, sicee hLis vuricus rebinis at
the hands of those tc whom he had
looked for friendship, ke had wan-
dered so far inland as To reaiize that
he was completely 108t in the mazes of
the jungle.

Then, too. since the coming of Me-
riem he had fonnd in her that one

the shelter
beenme in-

thing which he had most missed be- |

fore in his savage Juagle life—human
companionship.

The little girl idolized him, as she
might have idolized an indulgent
brother had she bud one. Tove was a
thing ucknown 1o either. But as the
vouth peared manhood it was iuevi-
table that it should come to him, as it
did to every other savage jungle male.

As Meriem became proficicnt in their
common language the pleasures of
their eompanionship grew courrespond-
ingzly, for now they ecould converse,
and, aided by the meatal powers of
their human heritage. they amplified
the restricted vecabulary of the apes
until talking was transformed from a
task into an enjoyabie pastime.

Twhen Korak punted Meriem usually
sccompanied him, for she had learned
the fine art of silence when silence
was desirable. She could pass through
the branches of the great trees now
with nll the agility and stealth of the
Kiiler himeelf, Great heights no long-
or appalled ber. She swung from limhb
{o iimb, or she raced through tie
raighty branches, sure footed, lithe and
{fearless. Korak was very proud oi
her, and even old Akut grunted in ap-
proval where before he had growled
in contempt.

A distant village of blacks had far-
nished her with a mantle of fur and
feathers. Wirh ¢opper ornaments and
weupons, for Korus would not permit
her to o unaruicd or unversed in the
use of the weapons he stole for her.
A light spear and 2 lonz knife were
her weapuns of ofense ar defense.

Teor 1odr. rouncing inte ihe fulness
of on early iy follmwed the
lines of a Greek modou-, but thefe the
similavity ceased, “or her face was
beat tifal.

As she grew mo e acen<tomed o the
jungle and the wiyrs of its wiid deni-
zens, fear left her. Asg time wore on
she even hunted alone when Korak
and Akut were prowling at a great
distance, as they were SOMETiLc-<
forced to do when game was senrce in
their immediate vicinity. Upon these
eceasions she usually confined hier en-
deavors to the smaller animals, thougzh
gometimes she brought down a deer
and once even EHorta, the boar, 2 great
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widely, for

savaze of exceptional cunning  amd
bravery, It was he who #first came
within <ight of the quarey which they

had folipwed for hours by the my--

ferions meinwls of their aluedt ua-
cpnny poviers of obiervation, intuitisa
anad even Seont.

The whire you'h and the white mzid
gtoid glone in the jungle wlhed they
Cleeovered by Kovadeos band.
Atur ned Loen nende king of Lis ape
ipthe. zmd Werak, to AlkuUs sHTTOW.
h @ lofz Lim to dwell with Meriem in
the dvnele,  One of Kovudoo's el
leaned «lnse to the ear of Lis chief.

el he whispered and pointed
1o somzething that dungled at the ziri's
side, “When wmy brother and I were
staveg in the villngs of the sheik my
brother made that thing for the sheik’s
litrle daughtor. She playved with it al-

Tl

Cways and called it after my brother,

whose name is Geeka. Just before we
escaped some oue came

, down the shei%, stealing his daughter

away. It this is she the sheik wili pay
¥ou weil for her return.”

Koral s arm had geone around the
shoulders of Meriem. And them from
behind him brote a hideous bedizm of
savage war cries, and a score of
shrieking blacks were upnn then.

Iorzk turned to give battle. Merien
with heor own light spear siond by his
gide. An avalanche of harbed missiles
fleww about them, One pierced Korak's
shoulder, ancother his leg, and he went
down.

Aeriem was unscaihed for the blacks
had intentionally spared her. Now
they rushed forward to fini<h Korak
and make good the girl's capture. Buf
as they came there ciine also from an-
other point in the junzle the great
Akut and st his heels the huge bulls
of his new kingdom,

Qparling and roaring, they rushed
upon the black warriors when they
saw the mischief they had already
wrought. Kovudeo. realizinz the dan-
ger of coming to clese quarfers with
these mighiy ape men, seized Meriem
and called npon his warriors to reireat.

For a time the apes followed them.'

and several of the blacks were badly
mauled ard one killed before they suc-
ceeded in ezcaping. Nor would they
have got off thus easily had Akut not
been more concerned with the condi-
tion of the wounded Korak than with

A Score cof Shrieking Blacke Were
Upon Therm.

the fate of ihe girl, upon whom he had
always looked as more or less of an
interloper and an ubquestioned bur-

den.

I%\'orak lay bleeding and uncenscious
when Akut reached his side. The great
ape tore the heavy spears from his
Cesh, licked the wounds and then ¢ar-

and srtrucik -

ned his friend to the lofty shelter that
Korak bad construclied for Meriem.
Further than ikis the brute could do
pothing. Nature must accomplish the
rest upaided or Kor.k must die,

'je did not die. however, For days
he luy helpiess with fever, while Akut
and the apes hunied «lo-e by that they
micht proteet him ir .1 such bipds and
" Deosts as might reach his lofty retreat.
P Oeenstonally 4 ot ' ousht hitn juiey
{fruits which helped 10 slake hix thirst
Poond eliay his fever, o d little oy littie
ma powerful consfitition overcane the
wifects of the spoar hrusis The
wounds healed and his smrength re-
s turped.

All during his rotienal morents as
s, had duin upeenn the <o 7T 1urs v hich
g d AMermenn’s 1 osuTerad
voame pedtety ot 1or Aferiem
vien froam e e of Lisown veunds
soF her e must live: fur er be must
ceruny his o wvepodin Ui he maivhe set
oul int swarch of ber Bat i wa. maby
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a day before siren th returned to him.
= &* * a2 3 * *
Aerienm. bhopid amd under heavy

epard in Kevndee's ¢cun hut, bad no
doubr bur thar Rornx woeuld come
back and <=till lees thar he weuld eas-
ily free her.

2o pow ax she !ay weiting for him
zhe dreamed of him amd of agd thas he
weant to her. Xhe compared him with
1lie sheik, her fraler. and ny we
wueht of e siern, Zrizeded old Arab
“he sbddered. Lven the savare Wacks
fnad been less hur<h 10 her than he.

Not under-1anding heir tonzue, she
could not gue-s what purpuse they had
in keeping her a privoner. She knew
that man ate man, and she had ex-
pecied 1o be eaten, but she had heen
with them for some time now, uud 0o
harm had befallen her,

She did not koow il a runner had
been dispatched to the ditant village
of tire sheil 10 barver with him for a
ronsom.  She did not know, nor did
Kovudeo., that the runner had never
reached his destinetion; that he had
fallen in with the safari of Jenssen

and Maibikn snd  with the talk-
ativeness of a npative had uan-
folded his whole mission to the

black servants of the wo Swedes.
These had pot been long in reiailing
thie marter to iheir masters, and the
result was that when the ruaner left
their epmp to continue his journcy he
had scarce passed from sight before
there came the report of a rifle, and
hoe rolled lifeless into ihe underbrush
with a bullet hole in his back.,

A few mowments Iater Malbihn
arrolled back into the encampiient,
where he went 1o some pains to let it
be "nown that he had had a shot at
a fine buck and miszed. The Swedes
knew that their mer hated thon and
that an overt act azainst Kovudoo
“would quickily be carried to the chief
at the first opportunity. Nor were they
sufficiently strong in cither guns of
tloral followers to Tisk antazonizing
the wily ¢!d chilef,
The next day the Swedes set ourt Inr
s Woviudoo's village, Dent on securing pos-
: session of the person of the whiie girl
' wwhom Rovudoo's runner had teld them
lax ecaptive in the chief’s village. How
 thery were to accomplish their end
{ they did not kpow, Force was out of
the questinp, though they would net
 have hesitated 1o use it had they pos-
| sessed It
in former years they bad marched
; roughshod over enormous areas, tak-

ing toll by brute ferce even when kind- |

liness or diplomscy would have ac-
complished more. But now they were
jn bad siraits—so bad that they had
- not shown their frue colors scarce
fwice in a Fear, and then oniy when
' they came upon an iscinted weak vil-
| lage.
. Eovudoo was not of these, and,
! though lis village was o a way re
‘mote from the more populous district
19 the north, his power was snch thar
he maintained an acknowledged suzve-
rainty over the thin thread of villages
! which connected him wiilh the savage
- lerds to the north,

| Tohave aotagonized him would have

spelled ruin for the Swedes. It would
have meant that they might unever
reach civilization by the porthern
route. To the we o the village of the
sheik lay directly in their path, barring
them effectualls. To the east the {rail
was unknown to them, and to the
south there was no trail,

CHAPFTER IX.
When Thieves Fall Outl.

So the two Swedes approached the
village of Kovurloo with friendly wore's
upon their tongues and deep craft in
their hearts.

Their plans were well made. There
wos no mention of the white prisoner.
They chose to pretend that they were
not aware that Kovudoo had a white
prisener. They exchanged gifts with
the old chief, haggling with his pleni-
potentiaries over the value of what
they were to Teceive for what the¥
xave, a8 is customary and proper when
one has no ulferior motives. Unwar-
ranted generosity would have aroused
suspicion.

During the palaver which follpwed
they retailed the gossip of the villages
through which they had passed, receiv-
ing in exchange such news as Kovudoo
possessed. The palaver was long and
tiresome, as these native ceremoni?s
always are to Europeans. Kovudoo
nade no mention of his prisoner, and
from his generous efforts of guides and
presents seemed anxious to assure
himself of the speedy departure of his
Fuests.

Tt was Malbihn who, quite casually.
near the close of their talik, mentioned
the fact that the sheik was dead. Kov-
udoo evinced interest and surprise.

“You did not know it?’ asked 3al-
hihn. *That is strange. It was during
the last moon. He fell from his horse
when the beast stepped in & hole. The
horse fell upon him. When bis men
came up the sheik was quite dead.”

Lovudeo soratehied his haad, He was
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aren disuppuinted. NoO sheik meant no
run-om for the white girl

“f knpw where there is a white «irl)
hie snid urexpectedly. “If yua wish to
bux her she may be had cheap.”

! ALulbihn shrucged. “We have trouble
ennugh, Kovudeo.” he said, “without

" burdening ourselves with an oid.
Lhroken down she hyena, and as for
peyving for one™—Malbihn snapped hLis
fin rers.

~she 15 vounsz,” said Kovodoo,

< ¢ Tooking”

The Swedes Inughed. *There are no

cond loouing white women in the jun-

cie, Keovudos,” said Jenssen, Int
should be & fmmed to try to make fun

* of old friends.”

Kovidon sprang to his feet. **Come,”
e =aid. I will show youw.”

! Alalbihn and Jenssen rose o follow
him. and as ther did so their eyes mel.
and Malhihn slowiy dropped one of
his lids in a sly wink. Together they
followed Eovudoo toward his hut. 1n
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the dim Interior they discerned the
ficure of a woman lying bound apon
a sleeping mat.

i Maibihn took a single glance and
turned away. “Bhe must be a thou-
' sand vears old. Kovudoo,” he said as
he left the hut.

“She is young

131

1
{ cried the savage.
¢ #Tt is dark in here. You cannot see.
Z: Wait. 1 will have her brought out in
the suniizht.” And he rommanded the
two warriors who watched the girl to
cut the bonds from her ankles and
lead her forth for inspection.
! Malbihn and Jenssen evinced no
eagerness, though both were fairly
! hursting with it, not to see the =il
; hat to obtain possession or her. They
i cared not °F she had the face of a mar-
moset or the figure of pot bellied Ko-
vudoo himself. All that they wished
to kpow was that she was the wirl
whe bad heen stolen irom the sheik
several vears hefore. The thought
that they would recognize her for such
if <he were indeed the same, But ven
g0, the testimony of the runner Kowvu-
doo had sent to the sheik was stuch as
to as<ure them that the girl was the
one they had once hefore atteppted
to abrduct.

As Mesiem was brought forfh from
the durknevs of the hut's interior the
two men turned, with every apbear-
ance of disinterestednecs, to glance at
her. It was with difficulty fhit Muaul-
bihn suppressed an ejaculation of as-
tonishment. The girl’s beauty fairiy
took his breath from him. But in-
stantly he recovered his poi-e and
turned to Kovurdon,

“TWell?" he said to the old chief.

«Js she not both young and good
looking?' asked Kovudoo.

“She is not old,” replied Malbihn.
“But, even w0, she wiil be = huyden.
We did nnt rome from the north after
wives. There are more than encugh
there for ns.”

Meriem stoad ivoking straight at the
white men. She expected nothing from

them~—they were to her as much ene-
mies as the black men. She hated and
feared them all. Aialhihn spoke Lo her
in Arable.

“\We are'friends”” he sald syonid
vou like ta have us take you away
from here?”

Slawly and dimly. as thouczh from &
great distance, rorodlection nf the once
familiar topgie returned to her,

“1 ghould like o go {ree,” she said,
“and go back tn Korak.”

“You would like to go with us ¥
persisted Malhihn,

“No,” said Merien.

{Contmued next week.)
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In other words “Tell the People
what you are doing.”

You cannot expect people to come and
ask you your business—especially when
so many other firms are anxious for their
trade and tell them so.
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Illustrations.

We would be glad of an crporteni‘y fo show you how
this Service can be fitted to your needs.
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Remindad Him of Father.

A Battle Creek hor. sever, years old,
was run over by a irain, but alter it
had paserd nnd when the bystanders
rushed forward to pick up the re-
mainz, the lad sat wup., snufling &
Hrtle, and said he wanted his mamma.
His ininries were trifling, and he prob-
ably Judged hy the nnise that his dad
tiad heen thrashing him again.—De-
troit News.

Garnet s January Stane.

The gurnet i~ the hirthstone for Jan-
parr. Consequentiy it s the tuck
ctane for all horn in that month. Ac-
cording to old amhnrities “the garnet
ecereiees A calunpne intfuence anfd
takes away anger apd discand It is
likewise a e ereion remedy for hemaor-
rhages and protects the triveler from
all dangr re when traveling, When the
figure of a liop is engraved upon 4
garnet, it will protect anrl preserve
the health of the wearor and cure him
of all diseases.”

For One Lone Blossom.

1?7 you are n nedcd of decorations and
‘find hut ore ione, shart-<remmed rose
ion sour bush, do not Jespair, Pick
' the flower vith as long a stem a8 pos-.
sible.  Ther either tie or wire the
j short-stenimed hiossom (o a longet
! stem of aroiher flower; in thizs way
there iz ho waste op account of lack
of stem. If vou have no other fioners
wheer stems you can use, try a bit of
the hraneh of the plant, or, in lieu of
hetter, avail yourself of the holiow
istem of on artificial rese.
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