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“Ehe
does not wish 1o 2o viath us’" he said.
“Ton are men” reinenod the biack.

Aalbihpn terned o Kovudoo.

»

“Can you not take Lher Ly foree?

aceonpany hin znd elected 12:7e2d W

hunt alone i pnother directon woulo '

pul, ulder  oldlnard o clrcamsiantes,
" hane seehioan Boa e WaTan midlisTER sie
gestion, DOr Jems-en kuew M tintn

uJt would only ndd to our Troubles”
replied the Swede. “Xo. wKovudoo, ne
do not wish her, thonzh, af sou a1y
to be rid of her, we will tale her away
because of our Triend-1ip fur you” 1

Now, Kovodoo hoew that he had
made a sale. They v onted her. S0 he
commenced to baxaoe: ond 1n the end
the person of Moriem na~~ed Trom the
posseszion of the blu'. C1refoan e
that of the two Swuedes an censideru-
tion of six yards of Awmenl n, three
empty brass carn wlge zhells and a
shiny new jackknife from New Jersey. ;

And all but Merien) were more than
pleased with the barZain. |

Kovudoo stipnlat~d bur a single con-
ditivn, and that was ther the Luro-
peans weare to leave s village and
fake the girl nith them as early 1he
next morning as they woald get =rart-
ed. After the sale he d.d not hesitate
to explain his reascns jor iius Gemnid
He told them of streanuous atrempls
of the girl’s savage maie 10 Tescue her.
and suzgested that the sovner they gol
her out of the country ihe more likely
they were {o retain possession of her.

Meriem was aszan bound and placed
under gnard, bur this tune in the tent
of the Swedes. Muiluln talked to her,
trying to persuvade Ler to accoinpany
them willingly. He told her that they
would return her to her own village,
but when he discorored that she would
rather die than go back to the old
shelk he assured her that they w ould
not take her there--nor. as 4 matter
of fact, had they any intention of so
doing.

All that night Meriem lay lisrening
for a signal from sorak. All about
the jupglc life moved through the
darkness. Jo her sensifive ears came
spunds that the others in the camp
could mot hear, sounds that she inter-

1

preted as we might interpret the

speech of a friend. but not once cawe

a single note that betokened the pres-
ence of Korak. But she knew that he
would ecome. Notlung short of death
itseif could prevent her Eorak from
returmng to her.

What delaved him, thougzh?

When morning came again and the
night had brought no succoring Korak
Meriem’s faith and loyalty were sull

#g She Not Both Young and Good
t ooking?” Asked Kovudoo.

unshaken, though misgivings began to
assail her as to the safety of her
friend. It seemed unbelievable that
sericus mishap could haive overtaken
her wonderful Forak, who daily passed
unscathed through all the terrers of
the jungle. 1et mormng came, the
morning menl was eaten, the <amp
broken, and the disreputable safari of
the Swedes was agmun on tlie move
northward with snll no sign of the
rezcue by Korak the gl momentarid;
expected.

Al tirat day they marched and the
nest and the wext. XNor thd Koraa
even s»o muih o5 <how himself to the
‘pat.ent hitde walt T moving, silent aud
H =1 capiors.

siutely, be~ale
Ir we= o1 1.+ ¢ ~h day that Mer

well, apd so, hetns sevited teat, De
turned unioedsateldy bech wward caldp
while s boys brought «n bes kil

He bhoad covere ! abuual bali the re-
Turn  JOurned W el o~ 1.1
faintly w s ears fron ibe diteciion
ot tmlep. e nalicd o beien, 1T was
repented twice. lava slebde.

With a4  murrered  eur-2
brune 1uiv & mamc ®.a0 Whkat a fou!
Mpibibn was, mdeed, thes o chanee
Jevpardizing a forpune !

Further away 1rom camp than Jeos=-
sen and upen the oppo-ite sade 4
other heard Jiertem s
sTrunger Wil ¥as Dot even Jdnule or
the proaiunty of white men ¢lier *han
himself, a hepter with a bandiz!
~leek. black warriors,

He, too, hsiened utentdy for
ment. “Ahar the voice was thai ol
woman in distress he could nor dotbi
and 50 he also hastened af & run n
the direction of the affrighted voice
Lut he was much faither away than
Jenssen. so that the latier reached the
tent first.

\What the $wede found there reussd
no pity within his calloused hear?, onls
anger agunst bis feilow LT A e
Meriem wus fighang off ber attacker.
Malbihn was showermng blows uben
her.

Jenssen, streaming foul curses upon
his erstwhile friend, burst into the
tept. Maibihn, interrupied. dropped
s vicum and turned to meet Jens-
sen's infunated Jharge,

He whipped 2 revolver from his hip.
Jenssen, antleipating  the hghinipng
move of the other's hand, drew almost
simultaneousiy, and both men fired at
once,

Jopssen waos still moving {oward
Alalbibn st the time, but at the flash

Caitii

Jonzwe n

B[Ere, sl

L

-
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*he stranger stniled  “Hce deserves
kiiling,” he sald. ‘“There is no doubt
of that, Once I should have killed him,
but now not. I will «ce, though, that
he does not bother you any more.”

He was holding Mslbihn in a grasp
the grant Swede could ot breuk,
though he strugglew to do s and he
was holding him as euslly as AMalmhn
might have held a I:*t'e child, yet Mal-
bihin was a uge wan mighuly thewed.
The Swede begup 1o rage and curse.
He struck at s capror, only to pe
twisted about and heid at arm’s length.
Then he shouted 1o hus boys to cumne
and kill the stranger.

In response a dusen sirange blacks
entered the reni. They, oo, were pow-
erful, clean Il Bed 1aen, not ar all
libe the wunzy crew hat fodovied the
Swedes.

“We bave had enouzh fooiizhness,”
:smd the stranver o Mailnhn,  “You
deverve dea.dr, bur T am pot e law.
I know now who you are. 1 lane
Reard of you before. You aud jour
ifnend bear a Rnie=I Gn:aiory repuia-
tion. We du nof Want jeu in eur (uil-
try. 1 shal ler jeu go this e bur
should you eter rerarn I shall nile the
Iaw inte my own hapd<e New, zet out.
and next rme vou see me reaeiber
who I am,” apd he spohe a name 1
the Suwede’s ear—a name 1l moe
effecrually subdued the scoumliel than
many beatinzs, Then he vme hun &
pu-h that corried nm bodily titioush
the tent doorway, to sprawl upon the
turf beyond.

“Now,” he znid, rurning tenward Aer-
jemn, “who has the key to tlhis ilung
about your neck?”

The girl pointed to Jenssen's body.
“Tle earried it elways,” she suid.

The stranger searched the clothipg
on the corpze until he came upuen the
Ley. A moment more Mericin was
free.

“\Vill you let me go back to my Ko-
rak?* ghe asked.

., “I will see that you are returned to J

rour people,” the stranger replied.

“Who are they, and where is their vil-

lage?

L1a had been eyeing her strange, bar- ’

, bane garmenture wondennzly. From
{ her speech she was evidently an Arab
1| girl, but he had never before seen one
' thus clothed.

“Who are vour people? Who is Ko- !

tak? he asked again.
“Korak! Why, Eorak is ap ape. 1
ihave no other people. Korak and I
live in the jungle alone sinpce A'ht
| went to be king of the apes.” She had
_always thus pronounced Akut's name,
' for o it had sounded to her when first
" ghe came with Korak and the ape.
| A questioning expression entered the
i stranzer's eyes. He locked at the zirl
: closely.
b "Se Korak is an ape?” he said. * And
what, pray, are you?’
«1 amn Meriem. I also am an ape.”
! «APm,” wus ihe stranger's only oral

of the explosion he stopped. IS Te- . ,nment upon this starthng announce-

volver droppetdl from neryeless

range.
Tiven in the midst of the excitement

and her terror ersem found herseli

wondering at the tepacity of hfe
which the hit man displayed. His
eres were ciosed, his head dropped
forward upon lus breasi, his hands
hung Lmply before him. Yet still he
stood there upon s feet, though he
reeled horribly.

It was not until the 1Lird Luller had
found its mark swithin inz body that
e lunged forward upon Lis face. Then
Afalbihn approached hua and, with an
oath, kicked him viciousiy. Then he
turned once more to Meriem.

At the same imstant the flaps of the
tent opened silently and a tall white
man stood in the aperture. Neither
AMeriem or Malbihn saw ihe newceoin-
er. The latter’s back was toward him
while his body hid the stranger iromn
Meriem’s eye.

He crossed the tent quickly, stems-
ping over Jenssen's body. Tne first
mntimation Malbibn had was a heavy
hand upon his shoulder.

Ee wheeled, io face an utfer stran-
ger, a tull, black haired. gray eyed
stranger, ciad in khaki apd pith hel-
met. Malbihn reached for his gun

by,
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fingers. , <
1SS0 ment.  But what he thouzht might
; For a moment he stagzgered drunkenly. , have been partially interpreted t ouzh

* Deliberately Alalbihn put two more: e T 2
: A . . t yes.
bulleis into his friend's body at close the pitring iight that entered his eyes

He appreached the girl and started to
la¥ his band upon her forehead. She
drew back with a savage little growl.
A zmile touched his hips.

“You need not fear me,” he said. “I
shall net harm ysou. I only wish to
' diseover if you DLave fever——if you are
entirely well. If jou are we will set
forth in search of Korak)”

CHAPTER X.
Korak's Vengeance.

Meriem looked straight into the keen
cray eves. She must have found there
an unquestionabie assurance of the
honorableness of their owner, for <he
permitted mm te lay his palm upon
- her forehend and feel her pulse. Ap-

parently she had no fever.

“How long have you been an ape?”

i asked the man.
{  wginee 1 was a little girl, many.
many years ago, and Korak came and
' tgok me from my father, who was
' beating me. Since then I have lived
]in the trees with Eorak and A'ht.”

i “iWwhere in the jungle lives Rorak?”
ia%ked the stranger.
| 3Meriem pointed with a sweep of her
 hand that took in. generously, half the
coniinent of Africa.

«Could you find your way back to
him?®

1 do not konow,” she replied, “but
he will find his way to me.”

“Then I have a plan,” <aid the stran-
ger. *1 live but a few marcheg from
here. I shall take you homne, wher
my wife will look after you and cure
for vou until we can find Korak or
Korak finds us. If he could find »ou
here. he can find you at my viliage
Is 31 not s0?”

Meriem thought that it was so, but
she did not like the idea of Dot sturs-
ing immediately back to meet Koruk
On the other hand. the man bad ne
, intention of permitung this poor. in-

gane child to wander further amid the

danzers of the jungle.  Whepen

had eome or what <he had undergons
| he could not guess, but that her Koral
| and therr hife among the apes was but
| 2 figment of a di~ordered mind he
{ could not doubt.

<he
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tha! he G0 uot. These two white
men were very bad men. They d:d
many thangs thar their boys honew not
the meamngs of. It would be well
Bviauag, to kil the other.”

“i wish that I nugir, but a new iaw
is come 1nto this part of the jungie.
It is not as it sas o the old day, Mu-
it replied the master.

1lie stiranger remained untit Malbinn
a0l his safari had disappeared 12t
1.+ jungle toward the north. Merem,
f1a7iful now, stood ot bis side, Gecka
clutehed 10 oue shim, brown hand.

They talked fugether, the man Woun-

deming atr the fultening Arabic of ihe
zirl, bur arribuung it finally to her
defective mentality. Could he have
known that sears had elapsed since
she had used 1t until she wus taken
by the Swedes, he would not huse
wondered that she had half forgot-
ten it.

There was yet*another reason why
the lunguage of the shek had thus
readily eluded ber, but of that resson
she herself could not have guessed the
wruth any better than could the ruan.

He iried to persuade her to return
with him to his *village,” as he cailed
it, or ~douar™ in Arabie, but she was
insistent upon searching inmediately
for IKorauk. As a last resort he deter-
mned to take her with hun by force
rather than sacruice her life to the 1o-
sane hallucination which haunted her
But, belng a wise man, he deteprmined
to humor her first and then attempt
tead her as he would have her go.

So when they took up their marh
it was in the direction of the suudi
though his cewn ranch lay almwust due
east.

By degrees he turned the direction
of their way more and more eastward,
and greatly was he pleused o unte
that the gic! failed to discover inat
apy change was Leing made.

Little by little <he became more
trusting. At first she had had but her
intuition o guide her belief that Uas
big Tarmansen: meant her poe [FETRIR
but as the days pas-ed and che “aw
that his Xipdness and couscderalion
never faltered she camye to (niBpare
Lim v.ii her Korah and to be very
fond of bt but never il her loyalty
to her vje man flid

On the fifth day they came suddenly
upon u greal prai, ol from ihe edgze
of the fore-{ Ue grrl sow an the dis-
taace Tonocd Lotds nid ommans bl
Tt~ At 1o ~1ohl she drew bacs an
Lsivni~hruent.

“{ here are we¥ she asked, point-
ing.

“iVe comld nnt find Reorak” rephied
the 12D B0 L= our wad led near Ing
Aouar I haie brousht 3ou here to wa t
wnd re~t waih v ovade unul my
@it G17 yonr i1e of he finds e I
=~ betier thus You wn i ohe
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at their command tne entire rescurces of the
Bornet-Brown Sales Service, an crgarization
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