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Cozyright by
Fronk A. Munsey Ce.

Meriem Wwalked on toward tie ban
galow, upon ihe poirdh of v hichi a wo-°

ceome to her reiurene lord. There wa~*
more fear in the ziri's
there had been in the presence of
sirunge men or sovage beusts She

toward the man.
JAThat is my wife” he sid.
will be giad to welcome you.”

m:et them. The man kissed her and,.

This New Friend.

turning toward DXMeriem, introduced
them, speaking in the Arab tongue ihe
girt understood.

whis is Meriem, my dear,” he said.
and told the story of the jungle waifl
g0 far as he Lue w it
* Meriem saw that the woman was
heantiful. She saw that sweviness and
goodness were stamped indelibly upon
her countenance. She no longer feared
her, and when her brief story Liad been
nparrated and the woman care and put
her arms about her and kissed her and
_ealled her “poor little darling” some-
thinz spapped in Meriem’s heart.

She buried her face on the bosom of
{this pew friend, In whose voice was

the mother tone that Meriem had not
heard for so many vears that she had
forgotten its very existence. She buried
her face on the kindly bosom and wept
28 she had not wept before in all her
life—tears of relief and joy that she
tcould not fathom,

' And so came Meriem, the savage lit-
itle Mangani, out of her beloved jungie
:into the midst of a home of culiure
‘and refinement, Alresdy “Bwana” and
*my¥ dear,” as she first heard them
;ealled and continued to call them, were
.as father and mother to her.

Onpce her savage fears were allayed
she went to the opposite extreme of
trustfulness and love. Now she was
willing to wait here until they found
Korak or Korzk found her. She did
not give up that thought. Korak, her
Korak, was always first.
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And out in the jungle, far away,
Korak, covered wirlr wounds, stiff
with clotted blood, burning with
rage and sorrow, 25 soon as sufii-
cient strength returned swung back
upon the trail of the great baboons.
He did not find thein where he had
last seen them nor in any of their
usual haunts, but he sought them along
the well-marked spoor they had left
behind them, and at last he overiook
them.

He persuaded themn to ald him in
rescuing Meriem and attacking the vil-
lage of Kovudoo. calling to mind how
he had saved their king. And so they
‘came, upon the second day, to the vil-
jage of Kovudeo, It was midaiter-
noon, The village was sunk in the
guiet of the great equatorial sun heat.
The mighty herd traveled guietly now.
Beneath the thousands of padded feet
the firest gave forth no greater sound
than might have been produced by the
$nereased soughing of a stronger brecze
through the leaiy branches of the
f1rees.,

Eorak was in the lead. Close beside
the villare they halted until the strag-
glers had closed up. Now utter silence
reigaed.

Th~ king of the bu ., us was aANXIONS
4o resenge NI U oD Kovudoeo. and

so e hand weg guckly organized.

werak, ereepunz stealibflp, ent roperl
the tree that overlur £ ine pahle
Tl Caacel oo e, e TN
v rlgec Grton a7 -~ e 1.,
Il ¢ oe. He Lod nLed th..r
Lnuansir durino 1F ¢ L2 L0 ot
no hosm nnist befa™ Te o i wd L
Aape who layr a D et v the vl-

]fwc*. Al others voare ol oo 1 LIe
proey.

Then, roising Lis {oce toward tar
shy, he gave vocle 100 single o).
was the signal,

In response 3400 halry hull< lears:
sereant . o wndl bartang o the vll e
of the teil.f LY ehs. Warriors puir-
ed froir every b Mothers gutirernod
therr Drbicg o Lo 7 e amd flod 1o-
ward the matos vs they suw the Liarird
thorde pouring inw ile vadize sireon
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The woian e.me dovin the paih to)

waen, dres=ed in white, naved a “e;»; arcuse their ¢ourage. ofered

1
1

“She | of a pack

She Buried Her Face cn the Besom of

i
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Fos vieo marshaled his fzhiing men
fapour him and. leaping and yelling 10
a Leris-

Ulne, ~pear-tipped Ivocr 1o the charg-

eves now thuut ing horde,

|

hesitzied, turning an appeshing glance ] with horvor and disway at the sight of

Korak, as he had led the march, led
the charge. The blacks were struck

this white-<kmnned yoush atr the head
of hideous babodhs,

For an in~tapt rthey held  their
graund, hurling their spears ¢ace at
the advancing mauliitude. But before
they could fit arrows o their bows
they wovered, zave and tu'-ned in ter-
rified rout. Into their ranks, upen
their backs, sinking strong fanzs into
the muscles of their necks, sprang the
Baboon<, and first among them, mo=T
feroeious, most bloodihirsty, most ter-
rible. was Korak, the Killer.

At the village gates, throuzh which
the blacks poured in panic, Korak Jeor
their to the tender mercies of lus al-
lies and turned himself eagerly toward
the hut in which Meriem bhad been a
prisoner.

it was empiy. One after another
dishearrening fact—Meriem was in
none of them. That she had not been
taken by the blacks in their Siight from
ithe village Korgk kmew, for he had
watched earefully for glimpse of her
among the fugitives.

To the mind of the ape man, know-
ing as he did the procliviries of the
savages, there wos but a single ex-
planation—3eriem had heen killed and
enten.  With the conviction thar Me-
rem was dead, there surged through
forak's brain a wave of blood-red
rzge against those he believed to be
her murderers. In the distance he
could hear ihe snarling of the baboons
mived with ihe screams of their vie-
tims. and toward this he made his
way.

In the distance Kovudoo was gath- !
ering his seatrered tribesmen and tak-
ing account of injuries and iosses. His
people were panic-siricken. Nothing
could prevail upon them to remain
longer in this country. They would
not even rerurn to the village for their
belongings. Iastead they insisted upon
continuing their fight until they bad
put many miles between themselves
and the stamping ground of the white
demon whose hordez had so bitterly
attacked them.

And thus it befe’l that Forak drove
from their homes the only people who
might have aided him in a search for
Aleriem and cut off the only connect-
ing link between him and her from
whomsnever might come in search of
him from the douar of the kindly Bwa-
na who had befriended his little junzle
sweetheart.

Tt was & scur and savage Korak who
bid farewell to his baboon zllies upon
the foliowing morning. They wished
him to accompany them, but the ape
man had no heart for society. Jungle
life had encouraged taeiturnity in him.
His sorrow had deepened this to a sal-
len moroseness that could pot brook

even the savage companionship of the
fll-patured babcons.

Brooding and despondent. he took
his solitary way into the deepest jusn-
gle. He moved along the ground when
he knew that Numa was abroad and
hungry. He took to the same trees
that harbored Sheeta, the panther. He
courted death in a hundred ways and
a hundred forms. His mind was ever
occupied with reminiscences of Meri-
em and the happr years that they had
spent together.

He realized now to the fnll what she
| hazd meant to him. The sweet face,
the tanned, supple little body, the
bright smile that alwars had welcomed
his return from the hunt, haunted him
eontinually.

Inaction soon threatened him wuh
madness. He must be on the go. He
must A1l hiz days with labor and ex-;
citernent thar he might forget—thatl
night might find him so exhausied that
he should sleep in blessed unconscious-
ness of his misery until a new day had
come, ’

Had he guessed that by eny pow=i-
bility Meriem might still live he would
at least have had hope. His days
enuld have been devoted to searching
for her, but he believed ixrplicitly that
she was dead.

For a lonc year he led his solifary,
roaming life. Occa-ionuliy he fell in
with A%ut and bis tribse, hupting with
them for 2 day or tvwe, or he might
iravel to 11. 1271 counirr. where the
Laboons had 7o e to aecept nm o~ @
naili c 0f 0. But most of all was
Te wyth 1 r, the elephani—ih.t
Lreat oray ie<hip of ithe Jl’ﬂ"“
yha enperdl o ..eught of hos suvide
woorid,

Tue peaceful aquiet of the monster
Lulie, the waacand soliclide of the
ot cows, the awkwuid playfulness
62 ilhe crlves, fewtod, intriesiod aad
;0 owrd Werak, 77 s Ife of the huge
'L Lok his miv o lempornrly fron

B,oewn oief. 3 aiue 1o luvn them
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28 he [oved Dot even the great apes.
and there was obne gigantic tusker In
particular of which he was very fond—
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He Wound His Trunk About the Apes
Man's Body.

the lord of the herd, a savage beast
thar was wont to charge & stranger
upon the slighrest provoeution or upon

¢ po provocation whatsoever,

Y
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And to Korak this mountain of de-
struction was as docile and affection-
ate as a lapdog.

He came when Korak called. He
wonnd luis treni about the ape man's
body and lifted him to his broad neek
in response to a gesture, and there
would Korak lie at full length, kick-
ing his toes affectionately inwo the
thick hide and brushing the flies from
about the teader ears of his colossal
chum wirh 2 leafy branch torn by
Mantor from & nearby tree.

Ang all the while Merlem was scarce

. : ' iles away!
the filthy interiors revealed the same ! a bundred miles awsry

CHAPTER XL
A Lion and a Lamb.

To Meriem, in her new home, the
days passed quickly. At Brst she
was all anziety to be off into the jun-
ole searching for her Koruk.

Bwana, as she insisted upon call-
ing her henefactor. dissuaded her from
! making the attempt at once by dis-
patching a head iman with a party of
blacks to Kovudeo's village, with in-
srreerions to learn from the old sa
age how he came info possession of
the white girl and as much of her
antecedents as might be eulied from
the black chiefrain. Bwana particular-
ir eharged his head man with the duty
of questioning Kovudoo relative to the
strange character whom the girl ealled
Korak and of searching for the .ape
man if he found the slightest evidence
gpon which to ground a belief in the
existence of sach zn individual.

The white man's wife, whom 3Meri-
em had christened “My Dear” from
having first heard her thus addressed
by Bwana, took not only a deed inter-
est in the little jungle walf because of
her forlorn and friendless state, but
grew to love her as well for her sunny
dicposition and natural charm of tem-
perament. And Meriem, similarly im-
pressed by like attributes in the gentle,
cuitured woman, reciprocated the oth-
er's regard and affection.

And so the days flew by while Me-
riem waited the return of the head
man and his pariy from the country
of Kovudoo. They were short days, for
into them were crowded many hours
of insidious instruction of the unlet-
tered child by the lonely woman,

She commenced at once to teach the
zirl English withour foreing it upon
her as & task, She varied the instrue-
tion with lessons in sewing and de-
poriment, nor once did she lel Meriem
guess ibat it was not ail play. Kor
was this difficult, since the girl was
avid to learn.

Then there were pretty dresses fo be
made to take the place of the single
leopard skin, and in this she found the
child as responsive and enthusiastic as
any civilized miss of her acquaintance.

A month passed hefore the head man
returned, a month that had transform-
ed the savaze, lirtle, half-naked Man-
zani into a daintily frocked girl of at
least outward civilizatiop. Meriem had
progressed rapidly with the intricacies
of the Epglish language, for Bwana
and My Dear persistently refused to
speak Arabic from the time thev had
decided that Meriem must learn Eag-
lish, which had been a day or two after
her introduction into their home.

But. doclle as Meriem was ip these
matters, there was one thing that she
insisted on during her entire stay with
i the kind white folk. and that was her
" personal freedom to make excursions
"into the jungle, attired very murh as

\
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she had been when with Korak, when- .

ever <he chose. Bwana and My Dear
cnt used in time to finding her room
empty and to have her turn up hours
later, flushed and radiant, after a wild
romp through the trees and jungle.
Thus it was that, despite the civiliz-
ed bonts she swore and the confining
feminine garb, the solex of her hard
iirtle feat and the palms of her capa-
hle hands remained exceedingly §orv-
ireable, nor did her grace and agility
suffer. ,
Tie report of the head man pilunged
rieom into & perod ef dcapondeser,
v hia bead fonnd the wuillage of
ey Conertod, nor seareh u@ he wonld,
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hr bl eamped noar the villame < «nd-
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failed. e had seen peither apes nor’
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"s'rould go, he”assured net‘ a5 scon '11,
he coud find the time, and at last Me-
riem « sn=ented to abide by his wishes.
But It was months before she ceased
to moarn almost hourly for her Korak.

1t was ghout this fime that a runner
brought a letrer that. when she learn-
ed the contents, filled Meriem with
excitement. Visitors were coming! A
puml~r of English ladies and gentle
men iod accepred My Denr’s Invita-
tien -» wpend a month of huniing and
expliithe with them.

Meriem wa< oll expectancy. What
woud these strangers be like? Would
they be as nice to ber as had Bwana
and My Dear. or would they be like
ite oiher white folk she had known—
crual and relentless? My Dear assured
her that they zll were gentlefolk and
tint she would fipd them kind, consid-
erate and honorable.

At last the visitors arrlved. There
were three men and twe women—the
wives of the two older men. The
voungest member of the party was
Hon. Morison Baynes, a young man
of considerable wealth, who, having
exhausted all the possibilities for pleas-
ure offered by the capitals of Eurcpe,
had gladly seized upon this opporiu-
nity to turn to another continent for
excitement and adventure.

Natate had favored him with a splen-
did phrsique and a haadsome face and
a'zp with sufficient good judgment to
uppreciate that, while he mig zht enjoy
the contemplation of his superiority to
1re masses, there was little lik.lihood
of the masses being equally euiranced
by the same cause. And so he easily
n.zintained the reputation of being a
mnst democratic and likable fellow,
and, indeed, he was iikable. Just a
<hade of his egotism was occasionally
apparent—never suficient to become a

, hurden to his associates.

And this, briefly, was the Hon. Mori-
<on Baynes of luxurious European ¢iv-
Mization. What would be the FHon,
Morison Baynes of central Africa it
vwere difficult to guess.

AMeriem at first was shy and reserved
in the presenre of stranuzer-. Her
henefactors had seen fit to ignore men-
son of her strange past, and so che
passed as their ward, whinge antered-
ents, not having been mentioned, were
ot to bhe inguired into. The guesls
round her sweet and unassuning.
laughing, vivacious and a4 never-ex-
hausted storeben<e of quaint and io-
reresting jungie lore.

The lJom. Mirison Daynes found
\feriem 2 mast begutiful and charno-
;g compuploa. He was delizhted with
her fromn the first, particularly so.
it is possihle, because he had not
iheught to fiud (o'nrummn‘-hlp of thi~
~Ort upon Afrienn estate of his
London frwi:ri-.
a great dend, asthey were the oniy un-
marlyed eonpte n the Litle comnpans.
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