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“PIRATES OF VENUS”

By Edgar Rice Burroughs
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near the fool of my bed

a smile hehtinz his face, and after the usual exchange of banah
tivs Le came direeldy {o the pont of his visit

CHAPTER U

Cavson Napilers Proposal

*To get the whole pretuwi e elearls befoie 1ou, ’ Carson Napier
began, ‘I shali kave to tell 1ou something about myself M3
father was a Bribish armv officer, my mother an American girl
from Vngima I was born 1 India while nn father was sta
tioned ibheie, and brought up nnder the tutorage of an old Hinau
who was mueh attached to m  father and mother Tius Chand
Kabi wns something of a2 mistie, and he taught me many things

recencr~ m rquiet amnd deaaer e dorr mes

Whar avohe me Lonno bnoy I awcuy wnb 1w s
m tnne o 2ee 2 fermile fom~ sy phea mowha o ppe 1ed o bey
a white windiig ~hecc entu o ton n Jireugh e deer ‘mul
wall note that I sy agonr run e b nedeom 1 ap sucie v as e
fact the doo~ v t~dde o« 1 v~ 2 Joar meealn niont th:!
¥arlons homeh ol ol N reon weme prundt dse 1p vle
especially the chesiy “Jur 10w hovaomg ¢t 1o
bed

Famno subiy

i 11 l
i0h M 1w Thrdnevarsgna ele

Naprer enlered ™

[had mevem siched e md Iy w0 v m neo e ol s
gosermmng wh & avneor Lvn b ootk Ly me nen so
obtigwsh supainaw 1 lepou ]l 0 pae o n a7 Do s o thenvtur o thd s o0 and voumitzes (e was non

no gul vulty i log 1o 0

Yoam 1 re=t a0 d e Jdus ime Iorad vue deer are
Wh Ity sat g b artdpwn dled G
Mis 15 4~ 01 1 Soneia, on i Gult o1 Lalierma

] m
~ PThvT A

how nrveene bet acttsten 00 w0 omeom
ber 10r mo s Ly e v oo g
and I 2m of Puifan spo’

‘Iotsmudn oo the oar ~h ad v alim paso 1 ooy

20 4t5, Pagred ani Tp o7t In r i Hore s VP am
had 1eernca 01 Py lihn AT ey osir
Holo o Gualidup e~ R B S S I v v 0 0 O s ot mapmoe 1
Guatmas 14 vour T ! AR TR ARt R SIS P | 1~ et figamanir o0 mne
Thae vas all ~he c1om od ue 160m 0d 1~ dcu oo 00 Iidholoocdl haae ms wen soat the <ime nme of

vy 1 ne bu wreu h StTent viboune md e e ne the s possy

the soid wall I su JDere tor » ull mu > om0 e M ese o prow

apot where I hac 17scs n 1 T 31 ¢ o 1o1me 1o comiies 10 Why T havo addics eg on 1 shall be it 0 explem 1 1he
self that I wis dremung nac 1 vas 100 8mti e I was v de happ esent th « 4 pur o0l Jnrvt v iums desnble . This
awahe In fac T vas<0 vidi "1 2e 10 1w an)  an hags 30 0nR he asceronned Inoa tea whadh bshall now exphan
before I bed =suve ~mln e d daphh v o< i Voceonmn I.afumale fimure 1 Vi Sreud aneers vour bed Jiamber
woaters 50 nendv expr wrd ( denetme e 1ac da he w2 mdmeh on e fon anoof thne mondy msw 1 oz letler
mu~* bare made il Tod T emhr oterwy 2 donte Ji<h p uludo vou plase rem mber her

net through ih wmdoy v o b visen

No +fT — n1" 14N W1

Treachd o noreaaty 1 10 » W oq gl Moy - word mdr o atihaitnr v} nvoen e
mormpe md 1 s ne o~ wt ey b s bnath T L-sn1r 2 vou & wn apjTe ) Lo ot enr (ATt considera
was fo search for Tty o Pl = seday b e A U o= wnnhTacals vy dber unuazal and beoome
I could recall 1rer 16 e MI 1 c I e pait e, 30 YW 0l s content m s st confidence unt] future
origin Stlel s vy o« s e e 1<l o worrn sl Yoting Tam oer
Tfeder baamg b 1250 mid cn 0 e cunem 1 11 g Vert aapecandly venrs

CALSON NAPITL
¢om nunted hthmund

his atier um !
HI¢ was cromg semenYy ey M e

“id L PR Loloorvtem an¢ menh = nut

1100 pbeme Cgpoam Nedeon 40 cend oy cquid car around s
vometimes the 1~ 10 dmrorone Ne e 11301 &heptieal
Tmut awmit Aht = bedth 0 ot e 3wl Careen
soporr ot el amtere A D thnk bolph e qected Ao e
aihl e o mopvse T ol uet o whse the mum et ol
o About 41 nclacd dhe dollovme monmn, Lalph came e
my lods Ny voguer s here e eyl
! Dot hs hor pros oro M oogtd1em by ccalp and do the
ahte ol hus eves Juewonll mteund 1he gru 1 mrmrdd,
| mlmeg
e,” peolicd Riphy 1edwtmong the malt he 0 vers fine
oo wsn bt he dded § 0l thinl e aonat
' S} hom Ao cone an amd oy memnent Jider Tielph w hered
moan taicpdopedls handwame oo - hom 1 ndeed Jo he <t
whtrt b=t w27 umd T O semre ald theuth b oo bl hes . heen
£ FODLLT
l Be o foregrd <eith v nd 4 band ae T e tn preet am,

Guay |

' o e oo Toh ] oacreed bt ted s the
Yah mane 3 dee wUb 0 medir ot g
Moaahie g Jahor ok he dorided
Yrewrrd v oy e Yol 1 mmled b
Yo 1 me 0 v — ] womd Rt aath
' v I Yo g te 1o 1 amtarmpted
The Tidy g Taoy sige e ]
Lo Jocled ~orsral Ieygrrs whd vore purse {old |
o Tarar ittt Ner o due
fhieh uurs Tha mov il ae owe of thim told me
Jie < ome thanas
Terrn She soa o wmer w often afected a pat ot s
oy JFarner b pagnd I ene v g iedoms
Well snodeast Yormy e e o Thasd ywndd, which some
of e nihiers audnd a1 0 o dand Tect nt 4vegabht ]
moahit lam Ity 14 P Ao Mr Noquer
Adow dns by Tavermved cerm freon Nogpaer wnted
(13 1 (=
13T TRCIIDY SToT TIANLS STOHT SHALL
(R3] ONYOLU [IRVOLLOA 1 10 4]
i e el Tn flan I roamment
I th comnpeg v ehiand 0 L A Lph 7 think

that are not m tle eurmeulums of schools for bovs under 10
Among themn was telepathi, which he had cultinated to such a
dezr et that he could converse 1 1th one m psyelological harmony
with lum.elf quite as easih at gieat distamces as when face to
face Not onlv thar, but he could project mental images to
great disiances, so that he 1cerpient of hus thought wazes could
sec what Chand abi was seeing, or whatever else Chand Kaly
1shed him to see These th ngs he {aught me
“And 1t was thus 1ou caused me to see my mudught visitor
on Jhe 13th ° I mquned
IIe nodded Lhat test nas necessary w order to ascertam
if we wae i paschologieal barmony Y our letter, quolmg the
| exact nords that 1 h1d caused the apparition to appear to speak,
convinced me that T had at last found .he person for 1 hom 1
thayve baen searching sor some {ame
‘But to geo on with mx story T hope I am not bormz 1on
ibut I .eel that 11 18 aboolutelv necessary that vou should harve
full knowledge of ms antecedents and Lachground in order that
vron v aeerde whaher T am worthy of vour confidenee and
pgistane o not ” ] qssured hom thac 1 was far from bemg
bered and he proceeded
I wis not qute 11 when o fatber died and mv mother
"brought me (o Ametra  Voe vent Lo Virgim first and Ined
l'there for three ;ears with my mother s grandfather, Judge Tobn
Carxomn with whose name and reoufalion vou are doubtless
|i'am1h1r as who 15 not!

“After the grand old man died, mother and I came to Calx
lora, where 1 attended pupli schools ana [ater entered a small
ollege at Claremont, which is neted for i1ts high scholastie stand
;:1% and the superior personnel of both s faculiv and student

Dy

‘whorth after mv zraduatio the {lird and greatest {ragedv

of mv hic occurred—imy mother died I was abso'utely stuaned

]ln ths blow  Tife secmed 1o kold no further mierest for me
]I did not care to line vet I wouid notl fahe m own hie As
can alternaine 1 embarhed upon a hife of rechles-ness  With 2
|certam goal in mnd 1 Jearne ] w0 v 1 changed my name and
jbreame 1 «tunt man m pactures

‘1 did not have to wark  Throuth m+ mother I kad m
herated 1 considerable fortune from my great grandfather Jobm
Cireon <o great a fortune tha onlv 2 <pendthnifl could spuan
aer the meome 1 menfion 1= onlh hiecanse the renture 1 am
undert thiug 1equires conssderable comial, and 1 wish 1ou 10
Tnow that T 2o ampn able 1o fintnee it winhiont help
! Not only did Dfe an Hellvwood bore e vut here an South
n Califrrma were 400 many remanders of 1he loaed one 1 had
Joo 1 determmned 1o irasel, and 1 did 1 flew all over the
world  In Germany 1 became anteresood ain rochel ears and
finanted «everal  1lcre my ydea was born  There was nothing
lori_un 1) about ot exeept 1hat Uantended 10 carrs it do a definaic
naelueen 1 wonld 1ravel ha zochtd to another planct
[ W1 <1 adaes had eonvineed me that of 2] 1he planets Mars
alone offcred presumptave evidence of habrlabilits for creatures
wrmlir to surselies. 1 nas 31 the <ame 1ime convineed thal of
11 sureceded an reaching Mars the probatality of my bemng able
10 r1urn to tarth wos remote ecling that 1 must bave rome
riwm dor embarking wpon sweh a tenture, other than selfish
ntes 1 dddemmed 1o seck ont come one with whom 1 could com
muricaic in the event thut 1 snuecceded Sabeeguently 1 oeonrred
1o e 1hat {he might alen afford {he meank for Jaunching a
steomd oxpedihion, (quipped 1o make the return journey, Tor 1
had no doubt but that there would be many adventnrous spnls
te4dy 1o underigke soch s cxeuraon once 1 hud prosed o
Troclile

For over a vear Y b o been engaged m the construsion
of a pippniie rochet on Guadalupe l18lond off the west consl ol
Lower Colifornae The Mearcan government hes grien me every
asst 1anee and ledas extrything s complele to the last dotarl
Tam e 1d3 1o #farl at pmy mement ™

Ax b censed epealang he «oddenly faded frem wiew  The
¢hiar m which hie had bon eitng sas +mply There was o
ene m the yoom bl mv Y 3 wax Jonned slmoet fermfied
'] reenlled whet Rethmohd hed <ard ahoot 1he offvel of the
narooties upsn s menfsloy T alse recallid thet mane people
~ibdotn Teulise hat thes are 7oamne Wae § omeane®  Cold
pawedy bro) o onl mpem v forehsad and the backs of my bands
1Y repched deanrd the burrer to summon Ralph There m no

question but thit Ralph 1s sane  If he had seen Carson Naqler
and shown lum mto my <tudy—what a relief that » ould be

But before my finger touched the button, Ralph ‘cnlcreYﬂ the
room ‘There as a puzzled expression on lus tace  “Mr Napier
18 bach agam " he said and then 1dded, “1 didn't hnow he had
lelt 1 just heard hum tadumg to vou”

I breathed a sigh of relief as I wiped the paispnalion from
my face and hands 1f I was erasy, 50 was Ralph  ‘ Brng lum
m,” I said, ‘and this Ume you stay here”

When Mapier entered lhere was ¢ questioming look 1n Ins
eves  “Do jou fullv g11sp the siluation as far as 1 have ex
plained 1t £ he ashed as thougl he had not bees out of the 100m
at all

“Yeos, but—" I started

‘Wait, please,’ he 1equested  “I1now whit rou are J0ing
to sav but let me ipologize fitst and explan I have not been
here belore That was my final test  1f v ou are conhdent that
yout san and fall ed 10 me wd cin recall what 1 sad Lo vou
as I sat outside m wy a1, then vou and I ean communiente
Just aa freelv and casiy when § am on Mars ' )

“But,” 1uter jeeted Rothmund, “sou were here  Dudn't 1
shake hands with vou when you came an and tall to voul

“You thought vou did * repired Napiea

“Y ho £ loony now 7’ 1 mquired meleganthy Dbut to this day
Rothmund msists that we plaved a irek on him

“How @0 vou 1 now hes here now, then”’ he ashed

“f dont” I adiorteed

I am this time * laughed Maper
I gotten?®”

‘You were saving that vou were dl ready Lo stut, hd your
rochet set up on Guadalupe Island, I zevunded hm

“Right' T sce vou got it all  Now, as buefly as possible
I’)l outhne what I hope vou will find 1t possible to do tor me
T have come to you for several reasons, the more mporiant of
which are vour mterest in Ma s vour profession (the 1esults of
mt expe iment must be recorded by an evpertenced wnter},
and vour reputation for immtegrity —I have taken the hberty of
investigaling 1ou most thoroughls I wist vou lo record and
publish the messages vou recene from me and to admm fu ms
estate durng my absence ”

“T shall be glad io do the former but I hiesiale o 1eeept
the responsibiliy of the latter assignment ° 1 dcmuired

‘T hare already arranged 2 trust that will Loe 1ou ample
protection, ’ he 1eplied in a manner that preeluded nnther a1_w
ment I saw that he was a oung man who b oohrd ne obsia
eles m fact I think he never adnuned the evistence of 1n ob
stacle  As for vour remuneration, he confinucd ‘rou mav
name sour own figure ”

I waved a deprecatory band
assured hun

“It may takhe a great deal of vour time
‘and jour time 15 1aluable '

Preciselh ” agreed Napier
with 3 our permission, drtange the financial details latel

“ Chat suils me perfectly I .aid for I detest bustvess and
everything conneeted with it

“Now, to get back to the more ‘wmportmt and far more 1n
teresting phases of our discussion what is yowm reactwou o
the plan as a vhole?”

*Mais 1s a Jong way from earth,’ I suggested, ‘Venus 18
woe or ten million males (loser and a m:lhioa miles are a milhon
miles "'

‘Tes and I would prefer zomng to Venus, lie rephied ‘Ln
veloped 1n clouds s surfaee forever muisible to man it pre
sents a mustery tha. mirrgues the imargmmation, but recent
astronomical research suggests condiuons there mmmeal to the
support of amv such life 45 we Lnow on eawrth It bas been
thought by some that, heid 1 the grip of the sun simee the e11
of her pristme fluadats, <he alwas-presents the stue f1ce to him,
as does the moon to earth If such 15 the ease, the exireme
heat of one hemisphere and the exireme ecld or the other would
preclude hfe

“Exen )f the suggestion o1 Sir James Jeans 1s borne ont b
faet, each of ber davs and mighis 1sseveral Limes as long as
ours on earth these long mights havng a temperature of 12
degrees below zero, Falirenlieit, and 1he long davs a correspond
mgh high temperature ”

'1et eren so Ife might have acavted itself {o such cons
tions ¥ I contended, “mau e¢vists m cauaforial kear and Arctie
cold ¥

“But not without oxvgen said Naper St Jolin has esh
mated that the amount of ovvgen abone the cloud euyelove that
surrounds Venus s less than one tendh of one per cent ot the
terrestrral amount  After all we have 10 bon to the supertor
judgment of sueh men 15 Sir James Jean, who £ 1« The ev)
dence for what 1t 15 worth goes {o su.rest that Venus the
onlv planet m the solar &) stenm outwide Mars and {be earth on
which hife could possibly exist possesses no vegeation and no
oxigen for higher forms of hie fo breathe, wlich defimtelv
Limts mv planetars exploration to Mars’®

We discus ed lus plans during {he remawnder of the dav and
well into the mght, and carly the following mormng he left for
Guadalupe I<land m hic taborshe amplibian I Fave not seen
lm since, at least i percon, vef, thronch the marvellons me
dium of telepathy I have eommumeated with him continuallv
and secn hom amrd sirange upearthly surroundings that have
been graphicallh photographed upon the retma of m+ mind s
eve  Thus I am the medium through +hih 1he remar] able

‘Tet s sec, how far had

‘It will be a plessure,’ 1
mnaiectea Ralph,

Alr Rothmund and I will

adventures of Carson Napier are berng recordid on earth but
{ am onh that Jthe a fipewnter or a didaphona—.he stor

thatl follows 15 lne
Cearrsizhe 925 % Bdpa= Race Ba—o K, & )

{Continued Tomorrow)
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